Results
Weight-for-age
A direct comparison of the observed and normalized weight-for-age reference curves for males (Fig 4) 
Weight-for-height
A direct comparison of the observed and normalized weight-for-height reference curves for males (Fig 5) Weight and height measurements from the NHANES II survey were used to assess the effects of the differences between the observed and normalized percentiles on estimates ofthe prevalence ofhigh and low weight-for-height (Table 2 ). This analysis reveals only small differences between the two prevalence estimates of high weight-for- height, even at higher heights where the reference curves are most divergent.
The expansion of the lower normalized weight-for-stature curve results in differences in the estimates of the prevalence of low weight-for-height of < 1%, a level that is of no practical importance.
Height-for-age
A direct comparison of the observed and normalized height-for-age reference curves reveals that the medians match at all ages for males (Fig 6) 
